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@ Upcoming BAS M ember ship M eetings
....Kathie Goodblood, acting program chair

Our membership meetings are held the second Moaofithe
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmentaldation
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, H#e Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west oftitsction with
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rocke Trieetings
are free and open to the public.

December 14, 2009-M onday-Holiday Pot Luck

Join us for our annual holiday get together. Bringish to
share. As a special treat, Cathy Setzer of The Bledcher’s
Store will give us some pointers on feeding birdsl avhat
type of feeders work best.

March 8, 2010-M onday-To Be Announced

April 12, 2010-The Ferns and Fern Allies of PA with Tho-
masR. Lord

Have you ever walked through the woods and seearakev
types of ferns, and wondered what species they2vétere is
your chance to learn about these beautiful pldraisdover the
ground. Thomas Lord is the co-author of “The Beamd
Fern Allies of PA.” He will give a power point mentation
on the fern species in Pennsylvania.

@Upcominq Fidd TripgActivities

December 19, 2009-Butler CBC, Suzanne Butcher, compiler.
See additional info inside.

January 3, 2010-Pleasantville CBC, Russ States, compiler.
See additional info inside.

@Field of View
Kathie Goodblood, President

Like many non-profit organizations, the Bartramiandubon

Society has always struggled with the ability tawirvolun-

teers to our projects. | did a little researchwdry people vo-
lunteer, in hopes that | would better understand tw attract
people to our cause. Many have more than one redmadn
here are the top five. Achievement, opportunitydersonal

growth, to give something back, to bring about albchange,
and for friendship, support, bonding, and a feetifigpelong-
ing. All of these are good reasons. | feel | haxpegienced
each one of them at many times in my volunteererar@&hink
about these reasons and consider volunteering um gom-
munity, in particular for your local Audubon chaptd know
it has made a positive impact on my life. Contaet to talk
about how you can help Bartramian Audubon Sociehjeave
its goal to educate and conserve.

@Sanctuary News
....Gene Wilhelm

| confess, | am a Leo, and because of it, | lovis «d all
kinds. There was a time when several wildcat szedivelled
in the United States: jaguar, mountain lion, jaguadi, bobcat
and ocelot. Living in Pennsylvania makes it roughexpe-
rience even one of these: the bobcat. But in aily dvalks in
Slippery Rock Borough, | am quite conscious ofrihenber of
feral and released cats there are even activerin eéaylight
hours. For owners of our BAS sanctuaries and othem-
bers, you should know that domestic cats even fedll vac-
cinated cats, kill birds. Lots of them. The Ancen Bird
Conservancy estimates millions of birds are kilesth and
every year by free- roaming cats in the United &tatSusan
Schaffel, of Austin, Texas, is trying to do somethabout the
problem. “There’s a real double standard betwesgs cdand
cats,” she says. “It's no longer acceptable foysdto wander
freely, and we have laws designed to prevent ite’rgvstill
not at that point with cats. People don’t seepiablem. We
have to change public consciousness about freeingam
cats...People still think that cats killing birdsagart of ‘na-
ture.” People need to stop thinking that thisdseptable-that
it's OK for domestic cats in the U.S. to kill b&rd | call it the
‘slow drip effect.” It's a people problem-not atgaroblem”
(Bird ConservationFall 2009, pp.20-21). Selease Keep
Your Cat Indoors or if you release your cat outside, how
about using an enclosure that allows your cat &y ghfely?
For up to date information about another probleitedalNR
(Trap, Neuter and Release) cat colonies, go towhbsite
www.youtube.com/abcbirdand for more information on the
problems with feral and free-roaming cats see
www.abcbirds.org/cats Let’'s all start a “Cats Indoors Cam-
paign” and in so doing enjoy both domestic cats\aitdi birds

in our homes, yards, gardens and woods.




@ Activitiesin Review

BAS Receives Earth Friend Award
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Gene Wilhelm, Erin Kienzle, and Ron Fodor

....Gene Wilhelm
On September 9, the Bartramian Audubon Societyivedats
third 2009 conservation award for its unique ande#gnt
sanctuary program from Sony, the Pennsylvania Bnuien-
tal Council, and WTAE-TV, Channel 4, in Pittsburdgtarlier
in March, the Western Pennsylvania Environmentalir€d
and in May, The Pennsylvania Society for Ornithglogre-
sented awards for the chapter’'s unique ecoscap®agp to
preserving natural habitats and rich biodiverditptigh direct
land owner involvement. Thank you, Bird&Butterflync
Wildlife Sanctuary members, for making this nedifieen-
year old program such a huge success.

September Field Trip at Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary
....Kathie Goodblood
Birding began at 8:00 with migrating warblers frone deck.
We then took a walk in hopes of finding more. Weather
was good for the birdwatchers but not so good fer mi-
grants. We did manage to tally 20 species forntoening.
We finished with a close Cooper’s Hawk circling dvead.

September Program- Vernal Pools

....Kathie Goodblood
Will Taylor, Program Coordinator for Jennings Emvimental
Education Center explained some of the indicatdéra wer-
nal/seasonal pool to our group. We started out witshort
walk to see one of these microhabitats up closeas@nal
pools are breeding grounds for many amphibiansirmvette-
brates, in particular the spotted salamander. &denkd that
Pennsylvania has a citizen science project calle@Pasonal
Pool Registry \yww.paconserve.ojg To learn more about
vernal pools go to www.vernalpool.org or
www.fish.state.pa.us

September Field Trip to Miller Woods

....Gene Wilhelm
The BAS Wildlife Sanctuary Program, inaugurated1Bo5,
celebrated its fourteenth anniversary by explotirgbeautiful

2

and naturally diverse Miller Woods. The clear bikg, gen-
tle breeze, perfect temperature (74 degrees F.3pectrum of
tree colors only accelerated the enthusiasm aniteexent of
the human explorers. Owned and managed by SligReck
University as an outdoor laboratory, the 42.11-a&amctuary
is situated on geologic benches or tiers aboventirthwest
bank of Wolf Creek. A rare, mature, northern havdd/forest
community is dominated by towering American beexigar
maple, white and red oak, tulip poplar and wildcklaherry
trees. It is an important archaeological and hicab site as
well. Participants slowly investigated and ideetif many
herbaceous wildflowers along the trail and creesluding
colorful asters, goldenrods, sunflowers, jewelwesket joe-
pye weed, boneset, tall anemone, black-eyed susdiriran-
weed. The emergent skunk cabbage wetland had etedpl
its reproductive cycle for another year but the lsrmgbow
ponds, resulting from flooding and changes in th@f\reek
course, still harbored vocal spring peepers and rivae
toads. Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Phoebe, Piledteshrd
drumming at a distance) and other species of waddps
were recorded as were large suckers, small mowk bad
schools of minnows in the clear creek water. Tingting
water was too much of a temptation for three yobogs who
waded into the creek seeking aquatic life underwhechful
eyes of their parents. Another father was attenitivhelping
his budding photographer young daughter adjustdigital
camera to the many colorful wildflowers. At the eofdour
visit, we quickly surveyed the northeastern sidahaf Wolf
Creek Narrows bottomland, owned by the Western §gnn
vania Conservancy. We agreed to return in theréutoi com-
plete our thorough reconnaissance of this wondepfate
when we had more time. Why is it that the humasesoall
sense of time when enjoying the varied pleasuresifre?

October Program- Owlsand Owl Prowl

....Nancy Baker
Gary Edwards gave us an overview of the owls in anaa,
explaining how to identify them by their field marknd calls.
Screech owls are the most common in our area. Thme in
two colors, or phases. Seventy-five percent in anga are
red, the rest are gray. Other species commonlgariered
are the Great Horned Owl and Barred Owl. He described
the less often seen Barn, Long-eared, Short-ear®@dowy,
and Northern Saw-whet Owls. Did you know that augr of
owls is called a parliament? After the programwent out-
side to see if we could attract some local owlplaying their
calls. We had no luck. Disappointed, we went bacKor
refreshments. Young Colin Campbell was more disayed
than most. He and his family had come to our @ogto get
a first ever look at an owl in the wild. This wiir second
owl prowl with no owls. Colin didn't give up hopewhile
stragglers were finishing up inside, he went bagkwith his
own portable bird call device. The “Who cooks jou” call
of the Barred Owl rang out. His Mother looked ahkand
said, “Was that you?” It wasn’t. The remaininggp rushed
out to join them and get a great look at the coalpex Barred
Owl. Colin and family, needless to say, were tbdl Thanks
to Colin for his persistence, and congratulationshis first
wild owl! Sharing his excitement was the highligtit the
evening for me.



October Field Trip to Polk Wetlands

....Russ States
Five birders attended the BAS field trip at thekP@letlands
led by Kathie Goodblood. Habitat was looking go@dth
plantings of sunflower and sorghum. The water ll@tethe
main pond was low. Though target birds for the triere
sparrows, they mostly proved elusive. Possibly safhis
was due to a Sharp-shinned Hawk that was strafiagspar-
rows and goldfinches as we assembled in the parkihg
Sparrows seen included Song, Swamp, Lincoln’s, \&ihite-
throated. Raptors seen included Sharp-shinned H&eH-
tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Bald Eagle, and Byrk/ul-
ture. The only shorebird at the pond was a sirgpétary
Sandpiper. Several Wood Ducks were seen swimntinigea
west end of the pond. Other highlights were Yeltmmped
Warblers and Ruby-crowned Kinglets. Species numbare
not high, but an enjoyable day nonetheless.

@Christmas Bird Counts

Butler CBC December 19, 2009

The center of the fifteen mile diameter of the docincle is
located approximately 1.5 miles east of the jumctd Lindy
Road and Rt. 528. Lake Arthur, Moraine StatekPar
McConnell's Mill, Wolf Creek Narrows and the campab
Slippery Rock University are within the circle. yibu are in-
terested in participating, either by being a feedatcher or
field observer, contact Suzanne Butcher at 330-759-
1945(leave messages) sarbird@hotmail.com as soon as
possible so count assignments can be made.

Pleasantville CBC January 3, 2010

The circle for this count encompasses the areapappately
from Titusville in the northwest to Pleasantvilte Tionesta in
the northeast south to President east to OleopalisRouse-
ville and then north along the western edge of@éek State
Park. The count is centered on the historic ghmsntof Pi-

thole. Please feel welcome to participate in toant. As-
sighments can be made for an area easy to getywuifare
unfamiliar with this count. Also needed are feedeatchers
who live in the area. If you are unsure if you ere¢he count
circle call and ask. This is a more northern cadinain the
Butler count, so expect some more northern specieyou

are interested in helping, please contact RusesStt 814-
676-6320 (please talk to the machine), @abird-

er@verizon.net

@Odds and Ends

Nominations Needed

You may have noticed that at our annual awardst g
year no individuals, businesses or organizationgwenored.
The board needs your help! We need nominationsdnser-
vation awards for next year. Please contact aaycdomember
if you have suggestions.

Birds, Banding, and the Bluffs

.... Linnea Rowse and Andrea Reinh@udtubon PA
As many people know, a long history of bird bandaxists at
Presque Isle State Park. In recent years, DrhSsasgent, of
Audubon Pennsylvania, has been operating the barstition
at the park, with the help of a hired bird banded a banding
intern. A typical day of bird banding begins whire sun
rises. As the twelve mist nets are set up, thedsdmecome
alive with foraging birds and their calls. Birdave a hard
time detecting the fine mesh material of the netd #y into
them. Nets are checked every half hour, and thenmed
birds are promptly removed. Birds are banded \&itbmall
metal band on the right leg, supplied by the US |Ggoal
Survey. They are also measured and weighed, tHeasssl
quickly so they can return to their daily activitie Audubon
Pennsylvania bands migrant songbirds six days & vetewo
sites on Presque Isle and one site at Erie BluffdeSPark.
Banding began at Erie Bluffs last spring; this faérks the
second complete season of data collection. Irtieghg, spe-
cies diversity and abundance vary between sitate Huffs
offers a different habitat type than that at Prestgle. Sub-
stantial edge habitat, located between agricultfieddls and
mature deciduous forest, is present at Erie Bluftditional-
ly, invasive plant species are minimal and the ustdey of
the forest is very open. As of early October, brils, of 35
different species, have been captured at Erie 8luffhe ma-
jority of the time spent banding is at Presque, Iste more
birds are caught there. The two Presque Isle bgnsites
have yielded 515 birds of 65 different species.
Some species of birds have only been caught at Euffs,
and not at Presque Isle. Erie Bluffs is the oiitly where In-
digo Buntings have been caught. Blue Jays are lmsded
more commonly here. In both spring and fall bagdieasons
in 2009, many Hooded Warblers were caught at Ehigf®
they are known to breed at this site. Eastern Kidgbcan
also be seen perched on top of corn stalks. FRumire, large
flocks of White-crowned Sparrows use the edge haHifiring
spring migration, and subsequently fly into thesneBanding
here has offered a unique experience. Erie BlufiseSPark is
approximately twelve miles west of Erie, PA, lochten
Route 5. It is comprised of diverse ecosystemsluding
bluffs along Lake Erie, streams and wetlands, uplfmest,
and agricultural fields. Birding opportunities aptentiful,
including watching raptors, songbirds, and Bank [®wme
along the bluffs. Our banding site at Erie Blufs located
along the back edge of the cornfield. It can beeased by
foot from the parking lot displaying the PA DCNRag&t Park
sign. Thursdays are the current banding day iat stte.
Check out our bloghttp://pispbirdbanding.blogspot.coffior
more information. Please visit us at the bandaide!




BARTRAMIAN AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 315
SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Paper -Free Newsletter

Starting with September 2008 the Upland Informét lné
available online. It can be viewed at our website
www.bartramianaudubon.ofuy clicking on the newsletter
link and then clicking on the issue you wish towieThe
newsletter is in the PDF format, so you must haP®& pro-
gram on your computer. Read only programs ardabilai
free at Adobe.com and other sites.

Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourdge
members to begin to receive the Upland Informemenl As
each newsletter is published, members who havéeeléc do
this will receive an email informing them that thext issue is
now available online, and they can then view thair leisure.
For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will measavings
both in paper costs and postage costs. For ouroamvent it
will mean less paper and less fuel usage in degliver

To enroll in this program, please email our Membgr&<hair,
Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net.
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n M ember ship Reminder

...... Russ States, Membership Chair

We welcome the many of you who have recently joiBadtiramian
Audubon Society.

As a reminder, the expiration date of your membprslith the BAS
should be on your address label. Please renewiimedy fashion as
to not miss future newsletters. If you have anystjoas about your
membership status, feel free to contact the merhigeighair, Russ
States - pabirder@verizon.net.

B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled
through the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The
$15.00 dollar checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed
to Gene Wilhelm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145.

Bartramian Audubon Society
Associate and Newdletter Application

Please check below
$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newslett
$5.00 newsletter only
Please send this form along with ysame and addr ess with
payment to the:

Bartramian Audubon Society
PO Box 315
Slippery Rock, PA 16057

Non- profit organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
New Castle, PA
Permit No. 104

FYI- Subscribersto National Audubon Magazine will note some changes:
The magazine will be published bimonthly starting in 2005 -Jan./Feb.
March/April etc. Thereis also a new format in which the expiration date
will be given as the last bimonthly issue and use J/F or M/A 200_. All
member ship expiration dates have been adjusted to insure that you get
your  full  subscription. THIS DOES NOT affect those
who only have Sanctuary, BAS Associate, AA School or Upland Infor-
mer subscriptions.

National Audubon Society
M ember ship Application
Please enroll measa NEW member in the National Audubon So-
ciety. Thismember ship will include member ship in the National
Audubon Society and Audubonmagazine and the local Bartramian
Audubon Society and thelocal chapter newdletter, the Upland
Informer, but excludesthe BAS Sanctuary Program.

Current introductory membership offer $20.00
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00

Name

Address

City State Zip
Please send this form with payment to

National Audubon Society

Membership Data Center

PO Box 52529

Boulder CO 80322-2529

Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them
by NAS u18
rev 9/02 7XCH




